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The Third Meeting of the International Advisory Committee for the UNESCO Memory of the World 
Programme was held from September 29 to October 1, 1997 in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan. 
 
The two previous meetings held in Pultusk, Poland in 1993 and in Paris, France in 1995 were of an interim 
International Advisory Committee. The Statutes creating the International Advisory Committee as a 
standing committee were agreed by the Executive Board of UNESCO in May 1996.  
 
Twelve members of the IAC, including one ex-officio member, took part in the meeting which was also 
attended by ten observers and representatives of international governmental and non-governmental 
organisations. 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to review the progress of the Programme to date, to refine its activities in 
the light of experience, to assess the nominations for inclusion on the Memory of the World Register 
against the criteria agreed at the Second Meeting of the IAC held in Paris in 1995, to recommend the 
granting of the Memory of the World label to selected projects and to suggest ways of raising extra-
budgetary funding to support the aims of the programme. 
 
A list of the participants and the Agenda for the meeting are attached as Annexes A and B respectively. 
 
1. Opening Session 
 
The delegates were welcomed to Tashkent by Alisher Ikramov, Secretary-General of the National 
Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan for UNESCO. He said that he was delighted to have the 
opportunity to meet the members of the International Advisory Committee and the Observers and thanked 
UNESCO for their help in arranging the Regional Consultation on the Conservation, Preservation and 
Promotion of the Documentary Heritage of Central Asia held in Tashkent on September 25th and 26th 
1997. This Regional Consultation had brought together representatives of Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, 
Tajikstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan to discuss what part they could play in the development of the 
Memory of the World Programme. The Consultation had been very successful in making the Central Asian 
States aware of the importance of their part of the world documentary heritage. A number of 
Recommendations had been made to further the co-operation of the Central Asian States with both the 
Memory of the World Programme and with other nations. The Recommendations are attached as Annex C. 
 
Uzbekistan had joined UNESCO as recently as 1994 but in this short time many strong ties had developed. 
Mr Ikramov stressed that the Regional Consultation and the meeting of the IAC were important steps in the 
co-operation between nations. We were at a time of change. New technologies are allowing us to break 
down the barriers of time and space when exchanging information. He suggested a watchword: All 
information for all people.  
 
Philippe Quéau replied on behalf of the Director-General of UNESCO and thanked the Government of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan and the National Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan for UNESCO for their 
invitation to hold the meeting in Tashkent and for the hard work in making all the arrangements. (see 
Annex D). 
 
2. Election of Officers 
 
Nominations for the positions of Chairperson and Rapporteur were called for. Dietrich Schüller proposed 
that, to provide continuity between the previous interim IAC and the present committee, Jean-Pierre Wallot 
be elected Chairperson and George Boston be elected Rapporteur. This was accepted by acclamation.  
 
Jean-Pierre Wallot then assumed the Chair. He called for nominations for the positions of three Vice-
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Chairpersons. Moncef Fakhfakh was nominated by Zaid Al-Husain; Edwina Peters was nominated by 
Dietrich Schüller; and Habibah Zon Yahaya was nominated by Ray Edmondson. There being no other 
nominations, these three people were declared elected as Vice-Chairpersons of the IAC. 
 
The Chairperson, the three Vice-Chairpersons and the Rapporteur will form the Bureau for the Memory of 
the World Programme International Advisory Committee. 
 
3. Rules of procedure 
 
Abdelaziz Abid introduced the draft Rules of Procedure for the IAC. He drew particular attention to Article 
II of the Statutes which sets out the mandate of the IAC. (see Annexes E and F). 
 
The Rules of Procedure were agreed and adopted. 
 
4. Review of the Programme and its Activities 
 
The Chair briefly summarized the main aims of the Programme. The Programme can be modified in the 
light of experience but the basic structure laid down in the Statutes cannot be changed without the approval 
of the Executive Board or the General Conference of UNESCO. Although Member States had been invited 
to form National Committees for the Memory of the World Programme, a number had preferred to await 
approval of the Statutes for the IAC by the Executive Board of UNESCO. 
 
Abdelaziz Abid recalled the underlying reason for the creation of the Programme: the damaged state of the 
documentary heritage of the world in many parts of the world. He emphasized that the Programme is what 
the participants in the Programme do and achieve. UNESCO is merely a catalyst in the work of preserving 
the documentary heritage and improving the access to the material. 
 
Abdelaziz Abid then reported on the Regional Conferences that had been held in Pultusk, Poland; Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia; Budapest, Hungary; and Tashkent. As a result of the Conference in Budapest, training 
courses to teach people the skills of creating digital documents and producing CD-ROMs were run at the 
Czech National Library by Adolf Knoll. The First International Conference was held in Oslo, Norway with 
the kind support of the Norwegian Government, NORAD and other sponsors. 
 
Mr. Abid continued by saying that the Second Meeting of the IAC held in Paris in 1995 had accepted the 
principles of creating the Memory of the World Register. It had also agreed the basic criteria to be used for 
the selection of nominations for inclusion in the World Register. The criteria were not firmly fixed but 
could be adjusted in the light of experience. He reminded the IAC that preservation requires that priorities 
be set. Selection is a key activity for all fonds and collections. 
 
The pilot projects were reviewed by Abdelaziz Abid. He referred to the need for extra-budgetary funding to 
support new projects. The first extra-budgetary resources will be provided by Norway to fund work on the 
Slave Trade Archives Project. The members of the IAC and the Observers were invited to seek additional 
sources of funding to assist the development of the Programme. (see Annex G) 
 
Jorge Cabrera Bohorquez drew the attention of the IAC to the recent statement by Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
ex-Secretary-General of the United Nations, supporting the work of the Programme in the UNESCO 
publication “Our Creative Diversity” - a Report of the World Commission for Culture and Development. 
 
Report of the Sub-Committee on Technology 
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Dietrich Schüller, Chair of the Sub-Committee on Technology, gave a report of the work of the Sub-
Committee since the last meeting of the IAC. He said that the Sub-Committee had been given three tasks - 
to prepare A Guide to Standards, Recommended Practices and Reference Literature Related to the 
Preservation of Documents of All Kinds; to investigate the Harmonization of Access to Digital Documents 
within the Context of the Memory of the World Programme; and to review the existing document on digital 
standards. Mr Schüller thanked the members of the Sub-Committee who had worked on the various tasks 
and said that the Guide in particular had been very difficult for the drafting group. He then asked his 
colleague George Boston, who had been the Editor for the Guide, to present this document for 
consideration by the IAC.  
 
Mr Boston said that the original brief had been for a simple listing of the relevant standards and literature 
for each group of documents. After much discussion, the drafting group had decided to provide a short 
summary of the main preservation measures and parameters for each group of documents and to re-group 
them according to carrier types. An additional chapter was written about the particular problems of 
electronic documents and publications. 
 
Dietrich Schüller then introduced Adolf Knoll who is leading the group developing a system for 
Harmonizing Access to Electronic Documents within the Context of the Memory of the World Programme. 
 
Mr Knoll said that his group were developing Document Type Definitions (DTDs) within the SGML 
language to create the necessary HTML protocols to package information. This would permit the access to 
the information using any Internet search software and thus avoid the danger of the name of the Memory of 
the World Programme being exploited by commercial software providers. The results of the work would be 
available very soon. 
 
Dietrich Schüller then presented a report of the third task of the Sub-Committee. A new edition of the 
Digitisation Standards produced in 1995 would be issued shortly.  
 
Mr Schüller requested that future publications of the Sub-Committee be bound separately from the 
Guidelines for the Programme. This would enable the documents to be updated more easily when 
necessary. He concluded by reminding the IAC that nothing in this world is permanent - everything is 
evolving. He recommended that the Sub-Committee on Technology be asked to remain on duty. 
 
In the subsequent debate, some comments were made about the Guide to standards. In particular, the lack 
of information about storage standards in one section; a lack of recent citations; a section on disaster 
preparedness; and an apparent European bias. In addition, attention was drawn to the lack of information 
about inks and dyes, about paper types and printing methods. Dietrich Schüller responded by pointing out 
that the various sections were written by experts in the various fields nominated by the appropriate NGOs. 
The Editor had to work with the information provided. 
 
The Chairman proposed that amendments be prepared and sent to the editor, George Boston, before 
November 1st. They would then be considered by the drafting group. 
 
Joan van Albada felt that the storage parameters quoted were too stringent for use in developing countries. 
Dietrich Schüller replied that this point had been carefully considered by the drafting group but the group 
had decided that it was better to quote the ideal standards rather than risk the application of less than ideal 
standards in places that could afford the best. The application of the storage parameters was also discussed 
in the text and indicated where the parameters could be relaxed. 
 
The Report was accepted by the IAC with thanks. 
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6. Marketing Sub-Committee 
 
Fathy Saleh presented the report of the Marketing Sub-Committee. He drew attention to the section 
covering the vision behind the concept of the Memory of the World Programme and its potential for 
attracting support. He quoted the example of the commercial sponsorship of a small gallery in London by 
American Express in exchange for the display of the American Express logo. The report also covered 
topics such as merchandising, the distribution of products and awareness-raising. The Marketing Sub-
Committee also recommended that the support of prominent people be sought and that authors be invited to 
write about the Programme and its aims. 
 
In the ensuing discussion of the report, it was suggested that exhibitions could be a useful tool for raising 
the public’s awareness of the value of and dangers facing the Documentary Heritage of the World. Jorge 
Cabrera Bohorquez showed the IAC some display material produced to publicize several Mexican codices. 
Habibah Zon Yahaya reported that an exhibition of material from the Malaysian National Archives had 
been made available to other parts of the country by means of modern communications systems. Ray 
Edmondson suggested that a film or video be made about the work of the Programme which could be 
offered to TV companies free or for a nominal fee. The Programme could also make use of the Lost 
Memory list as a publicity tool. It was also suggested that a display about the Programme be mounted at the 
General Conference of UNESCO to show and demonstrate items from pilot projects supported by the 
Programme. 
 
Zaid Al-Hussain said that it was essential that the programme start strongly. First impressions are 
frequently the enduring ones. The purpose of the Programme is still not clearly understood by many 
practitioners in the fields of libraries, archives and information institutions. 
 
The Report was formally received with thanks by the IAC. 
 
7. The World Heritage List 
 
Barry Lane, Head of the UNESCO Office in Tashkent, gave a short presentation to the IAC about the 
procedures used by the World Heritage Committee. He provided information about the categories of sites, 
the criteria for selection and the documentation that the nominators were required to supply to the 
assessors. He described the operation of the Tentative Lists of sites and the part played by the NGOs in the 
assessment of nominations for inclusion on the World Heritage List. He also spoke about the World 
Heritage Fund and the way that it generates and distributes its resources.  
 
8. Review of the Criteria for Assessing Material Nominated for Inclusion in the Memory of the  

World Register 
 
Jean-Pierre Wallot said that we have a set of criteria that require testing. Experience may lead to 
modifications. The final consideration of nominations can be delayed if it is felt necessary to seek further 
information or clarification of points within a proposal.  
 
Joan van Albada said that archives are, by their very nature, part of the memory of the world. All archive 
material has already been subjected to a process of selection. He expressed concern that archives not 
selected may be endangered because of a lack of understanding on the part of authority of the importance 
of ALL archives. 
 
Philippe Quéau pointed out that UNESCO was promoting a strong ‘public domain’, accessible on-line and 
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off-line, and that archives should be part of this ‘global information commons’. 
 
Abdelaziz Abid said that all fonds and collections could be formally recognized as part of the Memory of 
the World if National Registers were created. The National Registers could also form a filtering process to 
control the nominations for inclusion on the World Register. Habibah Zon Yahaya stressed that each 
country should create its own National Register of important material. This will greatly assist the 
preservation of the national heritage. Jean-Pierre Wallot said that other routes for nominations of 
documents had to be provided. If this was not done, minorities might suffer.  
 
Moncef Fakhfakh pointed out that it may be difficult for some countries to form National Committees for 
the Memory of the World Programme because of internal problems. For example, in Tunisia, internal 
difficulties had made the forming of a National Committee very slow but nominations were now being 
drafted. Edwina Peters asked if it was possible for a small group to examine nominations prior to placing 
them before the full IAC in order to try to ensure that all the required information, etc. was complete. 
Abdelaziz Abid replied that this was to be the task of the Bureau now that it had been created.  
 
The question of weighting the criteria differently for different types of documents was raised. For example, 
the documents collected by a political figure in his/her lifetime may require more stringent assessment 
against Criterium 1 - Influence - than other types of collection. Similarly, documentary films may need to 
be tested more stringently against Criterium 5 - Subject/Theme - while Criterium 6 - Form and Style - may 
need to be applied more stringently for entertainment film. In many instances, the IAC may seek specific 
specialist advice from the appropriate NGO. 
 
Ray Edmondson asked if the points raised in the debate would be collated and added to the criteria to assist 
the deliberations of future meetings of the IAC. The IAC felt that more work was required and asked Mr 
Edmondson to oversee the setting up of three Working Groups to examine different aspects of the criteria 
and their application. The following section lists the area of study for each group and the people who 
agreed to serve. A report will be prepared and submitted to the IAC for its consideration. 
 
Group 1 
Topic - To Refine and Develop the Criteria. 
Convenor - Evgeny Kuzmin. 
Members - Joachim-Felix Leonhard plus one other. 
 
Group 2 
Topic - To Develop Guidelines for the Application of the Criteria to Specific Circumstances. 
Convenor - Habibah Zon Yahaya. 
Members - Ray Edmondson and Ingunn Kvisterøy. 
 
Group 3 
Topic - To  Develop Procedures for the Processing of Incoming Nominations. 
Convenor - Moncef Fakhfakh. 
Members - Edwina Peters plus one other. 
 
Philippe Quéau pointed out that the growth of CyberSpace offered unlimited access to information but at a 
possible financial cost to the user. The key issue is the right of access. UNESCO is striving for this right of 
access to as many fonds and collections as possible. Fathy Saleh expressed concern about preserving 
material, such as Internet information, that is subject to frequent changes. He said that we needed to 
concentrate on the most important items. Dietrich Schüller said that the world has accepted the need to 
preserve monuments, buildings and works of art. The World Heritage List is one expression of this 
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acceptance. The documentary heritage of the world is very large but very vulnerable. Older documents are, 
paradoxically, often in a better state of preservation than more modern items. We are at the dawn of the 
Information Age. The electronic information highways are being expanded but, currently, there is a lack of 
content. Archives and libraries can help meet this need if they take the opportunities offered and draw 
attention to their collections. 
 
9. Assessment of Nominations 
 
The IAC reviewed the nominations received from 33 countries. Further nominations had been received too 
late for consideration at this meeting. After much discussion, nominations from Argentina, Armenia, 
Austria, Benin, China, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, India, Mauritius, Mexico, New Zealand, Republic of 
Korea, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovakia, South Africa, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Uzbekistan 
and Venezuela were recommended for inclusion on the World Register. 
 
Three further nominations were also recommended for inclusion in the World Register subject to 
clarification of some minor points. These were received from Egypt, Slovakia and Uzbekistan. 
 
The IAC recommended that nominations received from Andorra, Denmark, Italy, Mexico, Poland, Spain, 
Switzerland, Venezuela and Yugoslavia be entered on the National Registers of the Memory of the World 
Programme. 
 
Several other nominations were referred to the Bureau for further investigation before final consideration 
by the IAC. These include nominations from Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Denmark, Nigeria, 
Pakistan and Trinidad and Tobago.  
 
A full list of the recommendations of the IAC regarding the nominations considered is contained in 
Annex H. 
 
10. Granting Use of the Memory of the World Logo to Projects 
 
Abdelaziz Abid drew the attention of the IAC to the provision in the Guidelines for the Programme that 
permitted only documentary heritage listed on a National, Regional or the World  Register to use the logo 
"Memory of the World". An application form has been drafted to assist applicants with the provision of the 
required information on project proposals for consideration by the International Advisory Committee (see 
Annex I). 
 
The IAC recommended that the following projects be granted permission to use the logo "Memory of the 
World Project" for the duration of the individual project: 
 
Chinese Traditional Folk Music (China) 
Tamil Palm-Leaf Manuscripts (India) 
The Matenadaran Collection of Ancient Manuscripts (Armenia). 
 
The following two projects will be granted the use of the label subject to clarification of some minor points:  
 
The Tibetan Archives (China) 
The Eric Williams Memorial Collection (Trinidad and Tobago). 
 
Some other applications were felt to be better directed to the Participation Programme. 
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Dietrich Schüller suggested that technical points in applications should be referred to the Sub-Committee 
on Technology for checking. This was agreed.  
 
Stéphane Ipert suggested that upper limits to the amount of funding that UNESCO would be prepared to 
provide for any one project - expressed as a percentage of the total resources required - be given on the 
application form. 
 
11. Use of Internet and the World Wide Web 
 
Philippe Quéau reported on the proposed creation of a cultural network - HeritageNet - for the Central 
Asian countries. He said that the use of modern communications could greatly enhance the opportunities 
for the exchange of information between institutions. HeritageNet could become one link in an 
interconnected chain of similar networks. Each network should have a management committee formed of 
representatives of all  the participating institutions, and the local UNESCO Regional Advisor should also 
attend. 
 
George Boston asked how this new cultural network would work with the existing Web sites of many large 
institutions in developed countries. Philippe Quéau replied that the Web itself could provide the links.  
 
Moncef Fakhfakh said that the world was dividing into two new groupings of countries - those with access 
to good quality, cheap communications and those without such access. We need to ensure that the poorer 
states do not fall further behind. Philippe Quéau said that it was possible to make a specific application for 
help with software, hardware and training to be funded by UNESCO although not via the Memory of the 
World Programme.  
 
Joan van Albada said that the ICA was producing a list of all Web sites and e-mail addresses of member 
institutions.  
 
The IAC felt that networks such as the proposed HeritageNet could be of great benefit and recommended 
that their creation be explored further. 
 
12. Funding 
 
Abdelaziz Abid said that he had little to report - there were few funds available. The main point of placing 
this on the Agenda was to stress to the IAC the need for them to assist with the task of generating extra-
budgetary income for the Programme. More partners in specific projects would be welcomed. The 
generosity of Norway in funding the Slave Trade Archives Project was an example that, hopefully, will be 
followed by other countries. 
 
Ingunn Kvisterøy of the Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO gave a short report on the Slave 
Trade Archives Project. It was being funded by the Norwegian Development Agency (NORAD) and would 
provide assistance with the preservation of historical documents and oral tradition on the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade. It aims at providing training, equipment and technical assistance to National Archives and other 
institutions holding documents in Angola, Benin, Ghana, Mozambique and Senegal. It was recognized that 
the Project covered only the African part of the trade. The rules of NORAD currently prevent it from 
funding work in the Americas. 
 
Abdelaziz Abid asked if other funding partners could work in co-operation with NORAD to expand the 
Project to include the American element of the trade. 
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The Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO has been talking with a commercial fund-raising 
company, Sponsor Service, about the possibilities of attracting sponsors to the Memory of the World 
Programme. UNESCO does not have the resources or specialist staff to undertake such specialized work. 
Sponsor Service has some experience of working on cultural projects but would probably require as a fee 
10% of the income raised. 
 
Philippe Quéau suggested to take advantage of the year 2000 to arrange specific activities to promote the 
Programme, for instance by highlighting year 1000 documentary heritage. 
 
13. Ethical Code 
 
Jean-Pierre Wallot drew the IAC's attention to the Code of Ethics recently published by the ICA. George 
Boston reported that IASA had also recently issued a similar document. Joachim-Felix Leonhard said that 
UNESCO had recently held a conference entitled InfoEthics to explore this whole area. He was concerned, 
however, at the narrow range of participants. Abdelaziz Abid said that representatives of FID, IASA, FIAF, 
FIAT and other interested NGOs would be welcome to attend any future conference on the subject.  
Recommendations 
 
The International Advisory Committee of the Memory of the World Programme, at the third meeting held 
in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan, from September 29 to October 1 1997, recommends to the Director-
General: 
 
Recommendation N°1 
 
That the following documentary heritage be placed on the Memory of the World Register : 
 
Argentina -  Documents of the Viceroyalty of Rio de Plata (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 
Armenia -  Mashtots Matenadaran Ancient Manuscripts (Mashtots Inst. of Ancient Manuscripts) 
 
Austria -  Vienna Dioscurides (Austrian National Library) 
 Final Document of the Congress of Vienna (Austrian State Archives)  
 
Benin -  Colonial archives (Directorate of National Archives) 
 
China - Traditional Music Sound Archives (Music Research Institute; Chinese Academy of Arts) 
 
Denmark -  Archives of the Danish overseas trading companies (State and University Library) 
 The Linné Collection (Danish National Library of Sciences and Medicine) 
 Manuscripts and correspondence of Hans Christian Andersen (Royal Library) 
 The Søren Kierkegaard Archives (Royal Library) 
 
Egypt -  The Memory of the Suez Canal (Cultural Bureau, Egyptian Embassy, Paris)* 
 
Ethiopia -  Treasures from National Archives & Library Organizations (National Archives & Lib.) 
 
Finland -  A.E. Nordenskiöld Collection (Helsinki University Library) 
 
India -  The I.A.S. Tamil Medical Manuscript Collection (Institute of Asian Studies) 
 
Mauritius -  Records of the French Occupation of Mauritius (Mauritius Archives)  
 
Mexico -  Collection of Mexican Codices (Biblioteca Nacional de Antropología e Historía) 
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 Codices from the Oaxaca Valley (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Codex Techaloyan from Cuajimalpaz (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 
New Zealand -  The Treaty of Waitangy (National Archives)  
 The 1893 Women's Suffrage Petition (National Archives) 
 
Rep. of Korea -  The Hunmin Chongum manuscript (Kansong Art Museum) 
 The Annals of the Choson Dynasty (Chongjoksan Sagobon) 
 
Russian Fed. - Archangel Gospel of 1092 (Russian State Library) 
 Khitrovo Gospel (Russian State Library) 
 Slavonic publications in the Cyrillic script of the 15th (Russian State Library) 
 Newspaper collections (Russian State Library) 
 Maps of the Russian Empire and its parts of the 18th century (Russian State Library) 
 Russian posters of the 2nd half of 19th and 20th centuries (Russian State Library) 
  
Senegal -  Fonds of the "Afrique occidentale française, AOF" (Direction des Archives du Sénégal) 
 
Slovakia -  Illuminated Codices from the Library of the Bratislava Chapter House (National Archives)*  
 Basagic Collection of Islamic Manuscripts (The University Library, Bratislava) 
 
South Africa -  The Bleek collection (University of Cape Town / South African Library)  
 
Tanzania -  German Records of the National Archives (Tanzania National Archives)  
 
Trinidad & Tobago The Derek Walcott Collection (The University of the West Indies Main Library)  
 
Uzbekistan -  Holy Koran Mushaf of Othman (The Muslim Board of Uzbekistan)* 
 The Collection of the Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies (Academy of Sciences) 
 
Venezuela -  Escritos del liberator (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Collection of Latin-american photographs of the 19th Century (Biblioteca Nacional). 
 
 
* subject to clarification  of some minor points. 
 
Recommendation N° 2 
 
That the following Projects be granted the use of the Memory of the World logo for the duration of the 
project: 
Chinese Traditional Folk Music (China) 
Tamil Palm -Leaf Manuscripts (India) 
The Matenadaran Collection of Ancient Manuscripts (Armenia). 
 
The following two projects will be granted the use of the label subject to clarification of some minor points:  
The Tibetan Archives (China) 
The Eric Williams Memorial Collection (Trinidad and Tobago). 
 
Recommendation N° 3 
 
That groups of institutions wishing to co-operatively nominate a fragmented fonds or collection should 
form a Supervisory Board to oversee the application and act as a point of contact for the proposal. Such 
applications should include information about the plans for the future joint administration of the 
fragmented fonds or collection. 
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Recommendation N° 4 
 
That suitable funding be provided to ensure that the Memory of the World Programme can be better 
publicised and to help search for extra-budgetary resources. 
 
Recommendation N° 5 
 
That the expansion of the concept of cultural networks such as the proposed HeritageNet in Central Asia be 
urgently considered.  
 
Recommendation N° 6 
 
That UNESCO invite Member States to : 
 enhance accessibility to public domain information ; 
 . develop strong ‘global information commons’ accessible on-line and off-line, for educational, 

scientific and cultural purposes ; 
 . and help formulate national policies for the role of libraries, archives and documentation centres 

as gateways to the information society. 



 11 
 
 

ANNEX A 
 
 

"Memory of the World" - International Advisory Committee  
 

List of participants 
 

 
MEMBERS 
 
Mr Jean-Pierre WALLOT (Chairman) 
26 - 635 Richmond Rd 
OTTAWA (Ontario) K2A 0G6, Canada 
Fax: (1-613) 761-9405 Email: jwallot@archives.ca Tel: (1-613) 761-7472 
 
Mr George BOSTON (Rapporteur) 
14 Dulverton Drive 
FURZTON, Milton Keynes MK4 1DE 
United Kingdom 
Fax: +44 (1908) 773707 Email: keynes2@aol.com  Tel:  +44 (1908) 773 570 
 
Mr Zaid AL-HUSAIN 
Secretary General  
King Faisal Centre for Research and Islamic Studies 
P.O.B. 51049 
RIYADH 11543, Saudi Arabia 
Fax: (966-1) 465.9993  Tel: (966-1) 465.2255 
 
Mr Jorge CABRERA BOHORQUEZ 
Universidad Autonoma de Higalgo 
Calle 10 N° 25, 2a Sección  
Fraccionamiento Jardínes de Santa Clara 
Ecatepec 
C.P. 55450 México 
Fax: (52-331) 522 41 17 E-mail: cac@rtn.net.mx  Tel: (52-331) 522 11 02 
 
Mr Ray EDMONDSON 
National Film and Sound Archives 
Box 2002 
CANBERRA ACT 2601, Australia 
Fax: (61-2)  6209 3165 Email: ray_edmonson@nfsa.gov.au Tel: (61-2) 6209 3040 
 
Mr Moncef FAKHFAKH 
Directeur général des Archives Nationales 
Premier Ministère  -  La Kasbah 
1020 TUNIS, Tunisia 
Fax: (216-1) 569.175   Tel: (216-1) 260.556 
 
Mr Adolf KNOLL 
Deputy Librarian, National Library 
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Klementinum 190 
0 01 PRAHA 1, The Czech Republic 
Fax: (42-2) 24227796 Email: adolf.knoll@nkp.cz Tel: (42-2) 266160 
 
Mr Evgeny KUZMIN 
Head, Department of Libraries 
Ministry of Culture 
Kitaiskii proezd, 7 
MOSCOW 103693, Russian Federation 
Fax: (7-095) 975-2420  Tel: (7-095) 220-4564/921-4566 
 
Ms Edwina PETERS 
Director, National Archives 
P.O. Box 763 
PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad & Tobago 
Fax: (809) 625-2689  Tel: (809) 623-2874/625-2689 
 
Mr Fathy SALEH 
Cultural Adviser, Egyptian Embassy 
56 Avenue d'Iéna 
75116 PARIS, France 
Fax: (33-1) 40.70.05.31 E-mail: culturel.burcars@hol.fr  Tel: (33-1) 47.20.76.57 
 
Mrs Habibah ZON YAHAYA 
Director General 
National Archives of Malaysia 
Jalan Duta, 50568 KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
Fax: (60-3) 2555679  Tel: (60-3) 2561300 
 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER 
 
Mr Dietrich SCHÜLLER 
Chairman, "Memory of the World" Sub-Committee on Technology 
Phonogrammarchiv, Austrian Academy of Sciences 
A-1010 VIENNA 
Liebiggasse 5, Austria 
Fax: (43-1) 4277 29601 e-mail:pharchiv@kfs.oeaw.ac.at Tel: (43-1) 4277 9296 
 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
Mr Ibrahim HAJJIYEV 
Programme Specialist 
Culture & Communication Directorate, ISESCO 
Avenue Attine, B.P. 2275 
10104 Hay Ryad RABAT, Morocco 
Fax: (212) 77.74.59/77.20.58  Tel: (212) 77.24.33 / 71.53.05 
 
Mr Alisher IKRAMOV 
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Secretary-General 
The National Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan to UNESCO 
Buyuk Ipak Yuli St.  
TASHKENT 700137 
Uzbekistan 
Fax: (7-3712) 67.05.38/67.05.46 E-mail: UNESCO@natcom.org.uz Tel: (7-312) 67.05.42/46/61 
 
Mr Stéphane IPERT 
Director 
Centre de Conservation du Livre 
18, rue de la Calade 
13200 ARLES, France 
Fax: (33-4) 90.49.66.11  Tel: (33-4) 90.49.99.89 
 
Mr Syed Mohammad JAMEEL 
King Faisal Centre for Research and Islamic Studies 
P.O. Box 51049 
RIYAD 11543 
Saudi Arabia 
Fax: (966-1) 465.9993  Tel: (966-1) 465.2255 
 
Ms Ingunn KVISTERØY 
Deputy Secretary-General 
Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO 
P.O. Box 1507, Vika 
0117 OSLO 
Norway 
Fax: (47) 22.83.16.89 Email: natcom@unesco.no Tel: (47) 22.83.30.56 
 
Mr Joachim-Felix LEONHARD 
Director, National Archives for Radio and TV 
Stabdort Frankfurt am Main 
Bertramstrasse 8  
603320 FRANKFURT AM MAIN 
Germany 
Fax: (069) 15687-100 Tel: (069) 15687-111 
 
Mr Guy PETHERBRIDGE 
Chief Executive Officer, 
STARLIT Multimedia Centre Pty Ltd 
GPO Box 1015 
BRISBANE QLD 4001 
Australia 
Fax: (61-7) 3221 7986 E-mail: guyp@impart.com.au Tel : (61-7) 3221 2957 
 
Dr Hadi SHARIFI 
Secretary-General, Al Furqan - Islamic Heritage Foundation 
Eagle House - High Street 
Wimbledon - LONDON 
United Kingdom 
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Fax: (44-181) 944.16.33  Tel: (44-181) 944.12.33 
 
Mr Joan Van ALBADA (representing ICA) 
Archiviste Municipal 
Gemeentearchief 
Stek 13 
3311 XS DORDRECHT, Netherlands 
Fax: (31-78) 649 2388 e-mail: gad@worldonline.nl Tel: (31-78) 649 2331  or  2311 
 
Ms Marie-Thérèse VARLAMOFF 
IFLA Core Programme for Preservation & Conservation (PAC) 
Bibliothèque nationale de France 
2 rue Vivienne 
75084 PARIS CEDEX 02, France 
Fax: (33-1) 47.03.77.25  Tel: (33-1) 47.03.87.26  
 
 
UNESCO 
 
Mr Philippe QUEAU 
Director, Information and Informatics Division 
UNESCO 
7, place de Fontenoy 
F-75352 PARIS 07 SP 
France 
Fax: (33-1) 45.68.55.83   Email: p.quéau@unesco.org Tel: (33-1) 45.68.45.00 
 
Mr Michael BARRY-LANE 
Head of UNESCO Office in Uzbekistan 
Cultural Advisor for Culture for Central Asian Republics 
11, Abdulla Kodiri Str., 
TASHKENT, Uzbekistan 
Fax: (7-3712) 41.80.20  Email: Barry@unesco.tashkent.su (Tel: (7-3712) 41.80.92 
 
Mr Abdelaziz ABID 
"Memory of the World" Programme Officer 
Information and Informatics Division 
UNESCO 
7, place de Fontenoy 
F-75352 PARIS 07 SP 
France 
Fax: (33-1) 45.68.55.82   E-mail: a.abid@unesco.org  Tel: (33-1) 45.68.44.96 
 
Ms Sophie BOUKHARI 
Journalist, "UNESCO SOURCES" 
UNESCO 
7, place de Fontenoy 
F-75352 PARIS 07 SP 
France 
Fax: (33-1) 45.68.16.77       Tel: (33-1) 45.68.56.54 
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ANNEX B 
 

"Memory of the World" 
 

Third meeting of the 
 

International Advisory Committee  
 

Tashkent, 29 September - 1 October 1997 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 

1. Welcome address by the Chairman of the National Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 
UNESCO 

 
2. Opening of the session by the representative of the Director-General of UNESCO 
 
3. Election of the Bureau of the Committee, composed of a Chairperson, three vice-chairpersons and a 

Rapporteur 
 
4. Adoption of the rules of procedure 
 
5. Progress report of the Programme and presentation of the Web site 
 
6. Reports of the Technology and Marketing Sub-Committees 
 
7. "Memory of the World" Register 
 
 a) Review of the selection criteria 
 b) Assessment of the nomination proposals 
 c) Specifications for applying the criteria - Connection with national and regional registers, when 

they exist - How to ascertain the universal dimension of a documentary heritage?  
 d) Registration recommendations 
 
8. Granting of the "Memory of the World" label 
 
9. Setting-up of a "Memory of the World" network on the Internet 
 
10. Funding of the Programme and raising of extrabudgetary resources 
 
11. Ethical, legal and deontological aspects 
 
12. Any other business 
 
13. Adoption of the report 
 

14. Closure of the meeting 
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15. ANNEX C 
 

"MEMORY OF THE WORLD" 
 
 

Regional Consultation on the Conservation, Preservation and  
Promotion of the Documentary Heritage of Central Asia 

Tashkent, 25-26 September 1997  
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
 

The participants in the Regional Consultation on the Conservation, Preservation and Promotion of the 
Documentary Heritage of Central Asia, 
 
express their gratitude to the Government of Uzbekistan, UNESCO and the National Commission  of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan for UNESCO for their support in holding this meeting and: 
 
 

RECOMMEND 
 
 

that the cultural heritage of all Central Asian countries be regarded as a common integral legacy which has 
contributed to the development of the world civilization; 

  
that a National Committee be established for the "Memory of the World" programme in each country of 

Central Asia; 
  
that the creation of a regional programme "Memory of Central Asia" be explored to promote co-operation 

with existing institutions with similar concerns (such as the International Institute for Central Asian 
Studies in Samarkand) and discuss the possibility of a regional Internet "Heritage Net" programme ; 

  
that educational programmes be set up for the training of specialists in the field of conservation and 

restoration and of specialists capable of reading old manuscripts; 
  
that all forms of documentary heritage be collected, preserve and promoted in all languages of the region, 

including oral traditions; 
  
that the exchange of databases on documentary heritage be promoted both within the region and abroad. 
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ANNEX D 
 

Opening remarks by the representative of the Director-General 
 
Mr Chairman, 
Your Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on behalf of the Director-General of UNESCO to the Third 
meeting of the International Advisory Committee of the "Memory of the World" Programme. I wish to 
express my satisfaction at the presence of members appointed by the Director-General in their personal 
capacity and observers invited to this meeting. My gratitude goes to all participants who accepted our 
invitation in spite of their pressing agenda and heavy workload. I am glad to see that a number of 
foundations and international professional organizations, sharing our aim to preserve the world endangered 
documentary heritage and to facilitate access to this collective memory, are represented on this occasion. 
We are privileged to have, in this room, represented in such a small group, all sorts of expertise, knowledge 
and wisdom needed for the guidance of the Programme. It is this will to protect the memory of the world 
which has brought us here and I am particularly anxious to thank the Uzbek authorities for their generous 
invitation which shows the importance they attach to this undertaking and is yet another sign of their 
interest in UNESCO’s action. I am particularly anxious to extend our gratitude to the Uzbek National 
Commission for UNESCO, its President and its Secretary-General who took the initiative of inviting 
UNESCO to organize this meeting in Tashkent, in this delightful setting. 
 
There is no need for me to stress the importance of collective memory in the understanding of our 
civilizations, particularly in this part of the world. May I just recall the rich and unique legacy that the 
Timurid period has bequeathed to us and which testifies so eloquently here, as elsewhere, to the creative 
diversity of cultures born out of the fruitful encounter and dialogue between peoples. The Court of the 
Timurids symbolizes the golden age of manuscripts and miniatures and the poetry of Alisher Navoi 
continues to enchant us today. Through "Memory of the World", UNESCO hopes to better fulfill its 
constitutional mandate of "assuring the conservation and protection of the world's inheritance of books, 
works of art and monuments of history and science". The Programme offers a unique opportunity to the 
international community to make a concerted effort to protect priceless records of all kinds, whether 
written, audio-visual or electronic and, at the same time, to facilitate access to this common heritage to 
ensure its wider dissemination.  
 
The "Memory of the World" Programme had its origin in the growing realization that much of our 
documentary heritage is in an alarming state of preservation and that, in addition, access to it in many parts 
of the world is extremely difficult. It was primarily in order to prevent the irrevocable loss of large swathes 
of our collective memory that UNESCO set up the Programme. It should not, however, be forgotten that 
access to the documentary heritage, its wide dissemination and increasing public awareness of its 
significance and the need to preserve it are also considered to be important objectives. During UNESCO's 
General Conference in 1991, the Member States, and especially the new ones, expressed their anxiety 
about their documentary heritage because, as they rightly stated, nations which do not care about the past 
do not have a future. So it was that the Director-General decided in 1992 to launch the "Memory of the 
World" Programme and to initiate preparatory activities. 
 
An international committee, appointed by the Director-General, held its first meeting in September 1993 in 
Pultusk, Poland, and defined the Programme  as a new approach to preserving the recorded memory of 
humanity, to facilitating access to this documentary heritage and to assuring its widest possible 
dissemination. Special emphasis was put on the contribution which the use of the most appropriate new 
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technologies might make to the programme. The meeting also recommended that UNESCO assume the 
role of co-ordinator and catalyst for the programme and draw it to the attention of governments, 
international organizations and public and private foundations. In April 1994 all Member States were 
invited to set up a "Memory of the World" National Committee, to identify and select projects, to follow 
them up and to raise all or part of the necessary funds for their implementation. The membership of a 
National Committee may include, among others, librarians, archivists as well as users and those responsible 
for the related library collections and archive holdings. The initial result was disappointing. To date, only 
about 30 Member States have replied to this letter. 
 
In a further move to provide the programme with the impetus and momentum which it clearly deserves, the 
International Committee, at its second meeting in Paris in May 1995, recommended the creation of a 
"Memory of the World" Register. This list was to include documents, manuscripts, oral traditions, audio-
visual materials, library and archive holdings that are of universal value and is thus similar in some way to 
UNESCO's World Heritage List. In February 1996 a nomination form for the inscription of documentary 
heritage was sent to all National Commissions, together with selection criteria governing documentary 
heritage to be considered for entry on the "Memory of the World" Register. One of your main tasks in this 
meeting is to make recommendations to the Director-General as to the registration of the nominated 
documentary heritage. On several occasions, the need to clarify further the criteria for selection of such 
works was stressed. The "Memory of the World" Conference held in Oslo in June 1996 rightly urged all 
countries to establish "Memory of the World" National Committees and to become active participants in 
this programme and all concerned professionals to cooperate in establishing priorities and in developing 
projects for "Memory of the World" initiatives and in exploring innovative approaches for funding. At its 
149th session held in May 1996, the Executive Board adopted the Statutes of the International Advisory 
Committee of the "Memory of the World" Programme to guide the planning and the implementation of the 
programme as a whole. 
 
Technical guidelines to safeguard documentary heritage have been prepared for UNESCO by the 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), in close co-operation with the 
International Council on archives (ICA) and other NGOs. These Guidelines are being widely distributed in 
the six working languages of UNESCO. A world survey on archives and library collections damaged 
beyond repair this century has been carried out for UNESCO by ICA and IFLA. Although the title "Lost 
Memory - Libraries and Archives destroyed in the Twentieth Century" sounds somewhat despondent, the 
positive intent is to sound the alarm about the disappearance of archival and library treasures of inestimable 
value. Despite the efforts of librarians and archivists and all those concerned, it is the sad truth that, as the 
end of the 20th century approaches, much of the documentary heritage housed in the world's libraries and 
archives remains at risk. Preserving the world documentary heritage is not only a means of safeguarding 
the cultural heritage and identity of the peoples of the world, but it is also keeping the peoples' memory, the 
impulses that shape us all as social beings, that simply keep us staying human. The main purpose of this 
Committee is to review progress achieved by the "Memory of the World" Programme and make 
recommendations to the Director-General on placing nominated documentary heritage on the "Memory of 
the World" Register, granting "Memory of the World" label to selected projects and raising funds for the 
Programme. 
 
It is of the utmost importance that the Programme create awareness throughout the world of the value of the 
documentary heritage held by each nation, of how to provide wide access to its treasures. Co-operation is to 
be considered at three levels: at the national and regional level, where partners need to be brought together 
to work for the identification and selection of projects, their follow-up and the raising of funds for their 
implementation; and at the international level, UNESCO through your Committee will play a co-ordinating 
and catalytic role, as well as a promotional and fund-seeking one. We are determined to continue to 
encourage and pool efforts at all levels to protect unique and endangered books, manuscripts, archival 
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documents, audio-visual materials and oral traditions through the use of state-of-the art technologies 
conducive to wider accessibility and dissemination. We count on you to continue to guide the planning and 
implementation of the "Memory of the World" Programme as a whole, with special attention to the 
selection of suitable technologies and the worldwide marketing of the products, and to help raising funds 
for the Programme. 
 
I wish you a pleasant and fruitful meeting. 
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ANNEX E 
 

Statutes of the International Advisory Committee 
of the "Memory of the World" Programme 

 
 

Article 1 
 
An International Advisory Committee of the "Memory of the World" Programme hereinafter termed "the 
Committee" (category V), is hereby established. 

 
 

Article 2 
 
The Committee shall be responsible for advising the Organization on the planning and implementation of 
the "Memory of the World" programme as a whole and for making recommendations on raising funds, 
allocating them to projects, placing elements of the documentary heritage on the "Memory of the World" 
Register and granting the "Memory of the World" label to selected projects, including those which are not 
receiving financial assistance from the programme. The Committee shall seek co-operation with competent 
international non-governmental organizations such as the International Council on Archives (ICA) and the 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA). It shall also examine the 
possibility of gaining access to this heritage by means of the most up-to-date technologies. 
 
 

Article 3 
 
1. The Committee shall be composed of 14 members, appointed by the Director-General after 
consultation of the National Commissions of the States concerned, and serving in a personal capacity. 
 
2. The term of office of members of the Committee shall be four years. It is renewable once. In the event 
of the resignation or death of a member of the Committee, the Director-General shall appoint a replacement 
for the remainder of the term. 
 
3. Every two years, half the membership of the Committee shall be renewed.  Notwithstanding the 
provisions of paragraph 2 above, when appointing the initial members of the Committee, the Director-
General shall designate the seven whose term of office will expire on 31 December 1998, it being 
understood that the term of office of the other members will expire on 31 December 2000. 
 
4. The members of the Committee shall be chosen for their authority in the field of the safeguarding of 
the documentary heritage, taking due account of geographical representation and in such a way as to 
represent the various disciplines and schools of thought prevalent in this field within Member States and in 
the main international professional organizations. 
 
5. In addition to the 14 members mentioned above, the Director-General may invite to meetings of the 
Committee individuals whose duties and qualifications make them suitable for assisting the Committee in 
its task. They shall not have the right to vote. 
 
 

Article 4 
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The Director-General shall convene the Committee in ordinary session once every two years. He may 
convene extraordinary sessions. 

Article 5 
 
1. At each of its ordinary sessions, the Committee shall elect a chairperson, three vice-chairpersons and a 
Rapporteur who shall constitute the Bureau of the Committee and shall remain in office until the following 
ordinary session. 
 
2. The Director-General shall convene the Bureau and be represented at its meetings. 
 
 

Article 6 
 
The secretariat of the Committee shall be provided by the General Information Programme of UNESCO. 
 
 

Article 7 
 
1. Member States and Associate Members of UNESCO may send observers to meetings of the 
Committee. 
 
2. The United Nations and other organisations of the United Nations system with which UNESCO has 
concluded mutual representation agreements may be represented at meetings of the Committee. 
 
3. The Director-General may extend invitations to send observers to meetings of the Committee to: 
 
 (a) organisations of the United Nations system with which UNESCO has not concluded mutual 

representation agreements; 
 
 (b) intergovernmental organizations; 
 
 (c) international non-governmental organizations, in accordance with the Directives concerning 

UNESCO's relations with non-governmental organizations. 
 
 

Article 8 
 
1. The Committee shall establish its Rules of Procedure, which shall be submitted to the Director-General 
for approval. 
 
2. The Director-General shall draw up the agenda of the sessions of the Committee after consultation 
with the chairperson of the Committee. 
 
3. After each session, the Committee shall present a report on its work and its recommendations to the 
Director-General and to the Intergovernmental Council for the General Information Programme. The 
Director-General shall inform the Executive Board of the results of the Committee's proceedings. 
 
 

Article 9 
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These Statutes may be amended by the Executive Board on its own initiative or on the proposal of the 
Director-General. 
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ANNEX F 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
OF THE ‘MEMORY OF THE WORLD’ PROGRAMME 

 
Rules of Procedure - Draft 

 
Rule 1 - Membership 
Art. 3.1 of the Statutes 1.1 The Committee shall be composed of 14 members, appointed by the 

Director-General after consultation of the National Commissions of the 
States concerned, and serving in a personal capacity. 

Art. 3.2 of the Statutes 1.2 The term of office of members of the Committee shall be four years. It is 
renewable once. 

Art. 3.3 of the Statutes 1.3 Every two years, half the membership of the Committee shall be renewed. 
 
Rule 2 - Functions 
 The Committee shall discharge the functions assigned to it by Article 2 of its 

Statutes. 
Rule 3 - Sessions 
Art. 4 of the Statutes The Committee shall normally meet in ordinary plenary session once every two 

years. 
 
Rule 4 - Agenda 
Art. 8.2 of the Statutes The agenda shall be drawn up by the Director-General after consultation with 

the Chairperson of the Committee. It shall be communicated to the members of 
the Committee two months before the opening of each session. 

 
Rule 5 - Bureau 
Art. 5.1 of the Statutes 5.1 At each of its ordinary sessions, the Committee shall elect a Chairperson, 

three Vice-Chairpersons and a Rapporteur who shall constitute the Bureau 
of the Committee. The members of the Bureau shall remain in office until 
the election of a new Bureau. Members of the Bureau shall be eligible for 
re-election.  

Art. 5.2 of the Statutes 5.2 Meetings of the Bureau may be convened between sessions of the 
Committee at the request of the Director-General. 

 
Rule 6 - Functions of the Chairperson 
 6.1 In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him or her elsewhere by 

these Rules, the Chairperson shall have the following powers: he or she 
shall declare the opening and closing of meetings, direct the discussions, 
ensure observance of these Rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to 
the vote and announce decisions. He or she shall rule on points of order and, 
subject to these Rules, shall control the proceedings and the maintenance of 
order. 

 6.2 If the Chairperson is no longer able to hold office, the Bureau shall choose 
one of the Vice-Chairpersons to become Chairperson for the unexpired 
portion of the term of office. If that Vice-Chairperson is also no longer able 
to hold office, the Bureau shall choose another of the Vice-Chairpersons to 
become Chairperson for the unexpired portion of the term of office. 
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Rule 7 - Functions of the Vice-Chairpersons 
 In the absence of the Chairperson during the session, his or her functions shall be 

exercised in turn by the Vice-Chairpersons. 
 
Rule 8 - Subsidiary bodies 
 In order to discharge the duties assigned to it by its Statutes, the Committee may 

establish such subsidiary bodies as it considers necessary for the conduct of its 
business within the limits of the funds approved by the General Conference. 

 
Rule 9 - Secretariat 
Art. 5.2 of the Statutes 9.1 The Director-General of UNESCO or his or her representative shall 

participate in the work of the Committee, its Bureau or its other subsidiary 
bodies without the right to vote. He or she may at any time submit either 
oral or written statements to the Committee, to the Bureau or to any other 
subsidiary body on any matter under discussion. 

Art. 6 of the Statutes 9.2 The secretariat of the Committee shall be provided by the General 
Information Programme of UNESCO. 

 
Rule 10 - Working languages 
 The working languages of the Committee shall be English and French. 
 
Rule 11 - Working documents 
 The working documents for each session of the Committee shall, as a rule, be 

communicated to the members six weeks before the opening of the session. 
 
Rule 12 - Right to speak 
 Observers may, with the authorization of the Chairperson, speak during the 

discussions of the Committee or its subsidiary bodies. 
 
Rule 13 - Order of speeches 
 The Chairperson shall call upon speakers in the order in which they have 

expressed the desire to speak. Members of the Committee shall be accorded 
precedence. 

 
Rule 14 - Points of order 
 During the discussion on any matter, a member of the Committee may at any 

time raise a point of order, which point of order shall forthwith be decided upon 
by the Chairperson. Any member may appeal against the ruling of the 
Chairperson, which can only be overruled by a majority of the members present 
and voting. A member may not, in raising a point of order, speak on the 
substance of the matter under discussion. 

 
Rule 15 - Suspension, adjournment, closure 
 Any member of the Committee may at any time propose the suspension or 

adjournment of a meeting or the adjournment or closure of a debate. Such a 
motion shall be put to the vote immediately and decided upon by a majority of 
members present and voting. 
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  Subject to the provisions of Rule 14 above, the following motions shall take 
precedence, in the following order, over all other proposals or motions: 

   (a) to suspend the meeting; 
   (b) to adjourn the meeting; 
   (c) to adjourn the debate on the matter under discussion; 
   (d) to close the debate on the matter under discussion. 
  
 Rule 16 - Voting rights 
   Each member of the Committee shall have one vote. 
  
Rule 17 - Voting 
 17.1 Decisions shall be taken by a majority of the members present and 

voting, except in the cases specified in Rules 21 and 22. 
 17.2 In its deliberations the Committee should give precedence to seeking 

consensus. 
 17.3 For the purpose of these Rules, the phrase ‘members present and voting’ 

means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members who 
abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

 
Rule 18 - Show of hands and roll-call 
 Voting shall normally be by show of hands, except that any member may, before 

the voting starts, request a roll-call. The vote or abstention of each member 
participating in a roll-call shall be recorded in the report.  

 
Rule 19 - Secret ballot 
  All elections shall be by secret ballot unless, in the absence of objections on the 

part of any one of its members, the Committee decides otherwise. 
 
Rule 20 - Equally divided votes 
  If a vote is equally divided, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 
 
Rule 21 - Amendment 
  These Rules of Procedure, except when they reproduce provisions of the 

Committee’s Statutes or decisions of the General Conference, may be amended 
by a decision of the Committee taken by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present and voting, provided that the proposal for amendment has been placed 
on the agenda. 

 
Rule 22 - Suspension 
  Any provision of these Rules, except when it reproduces provisions of the 

Statutes or decisions of the General Conference, may be suspended by a decision 
taken by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting. 

 
Rule 23 - Reports 
Art. 8.3 of the Statutes The Committee shall present reports on its work and its recommendations to the 

Director-General and to the Intergovernmental Council for the General 
Information Programme. 
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ANNEX G 
 
 

 MEMORY OF THE WORLD -Preserving our Documentary Heritage 
 

Progress Report  
 
 Abdelaziz ABID, Information and Informatics Division, UNESCO 
 
 
 
For both individuals and peoples, memory is an integral part of existence. 
 
The memory of the peoples of the world is of vital importance in preserving cultural identities, in linking 
past and present and in shaping the future. The documentary heritage in libraries and archives constitutes a 
major part of that memory and reflects the diversity of peoples, languages and cultures. But that memory is 
fragile. 
 
A considerable proportion of the world's documentary heritage disappears through "natural" causes: 
acidified paper that crumbles to dust, leather, parchment, film and magnetic tape attacked by light, heat, 
humidity or dust. The cinema, for instance, is in danger of losing most of the works that have made it the 
art of the century. Thousands of kilometres of film could just fade away unless they are restored and 
preserved as soon as possible. Nitrate fires in France and Mexico, for example, have caused important 
losses. 
 
As well as insidious causes of decay, accidents regularly afflict libraries and archives. Floods, fires, 
hurricanes, storms, earthquakes... the list is very long of disasters which are difficult to guard against except 
by taking preventive measures. The recent catastrophe in Japan immediately comes to mind. One thinks 
also of the earthquake which did such heavy damage to Japan in 1923, including the destruction of 700.000 
volumes of the Imperial University Library in Tokyo. Among the losses were records of the Tokugawa 
Government and many manuscripts and old prints. Worldwide distress was also caused in 1966 in Italy 
when the river Arno flooded library basements in Florence. More than two million books suffered water 
damage and restoration is still under way. 
 
It would take a very long time to compile a list of all the libraries and archives destroyed or seriously 
damaged by acts of war, bombardment and fire, whether deliberate or accidental. The Library of 
Alexandria is probably the most famous historical example, but how many other known and unknown 
treasures have vanished in China, Constantinople, Warsaw, or more recently in Cambodia, Bucharest, Saint 
Petersburg and Sarajevo? There are so many more, and sadly the list cannot be closed - not to mention 
holdings dispersed following the accidental or deliberate displacement of archives and libraries. 
 
There is no help against the destructive forces of nature: you cannot stop an earthquake or a flood, but it is a 
sad reflection that the most grievous losses have generally been the result of human action, whether 
through neglect or through wilful destruction. 
 
 
Preservation and Access 
 
Recognizing that urgent action was required to stem the disappearance of vast parts of the world's 
documentary memory, in 1992 UNESCO launched the "Memory of the World" Programme to protect and 
promote that heritage. The first objective of the Programme is to ensure the preservation, by the most 
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appropriate means, of documentary heritage which has world significance and to encourage the 
preservation of documentary heritage which has national and regional significance. A twin objective is 
making this heritage accessible to as many people as possible, using the most appropriate technology, both 
inside and outside the countries in which it is physically located. 
 
Preservation of the documentary heritage and increased access to it complement one another. Access 
facilitates protection and preservation ensures access. For example, digitized materials can be accessed by 
many people and demand for access can stimulate preservation work. Another element of the Programme is 
to raise awareness in the Member States of their documentary heritage, in particular aspects of that heritage 
which are significant in terms of a common world memory. 
 
Finally, the Programme seeks to develop products based on this documentary heritage and make them 
available for wide distribution, while ensuring that the originals are maintained in the best possible 
conditions of conservation and security. High quality text, sound and image banks could be compiled and 
made available on local and global networks and reproductions could be derived in all sorts of forms such 
as compact discs, albums, books, postcards, microfilms, etc. Any proceeds from the sale of related products 
will then be ploughed back into the Programme. 
 
 
Programme scope and structure 
 
The scope of the Programme is, therefore, vast and involves a variety of partners, ranging from students, 
scholars and the general public to owners, providers and producers of information and manufacturers of 
end products. An International Advisory Committee for the "Memory of the World" Programme was 
appointed by the Director-General of UNESCO to guide the planning and implementation of the 
Programme as a whole and make recommendations concerning fund-raising, the allocation of funds and the 
granting of the "Memory of the World" label to the projects selected, including those not receiving 
financial support from the Programme. The Statutes of this Committee, approved by the Executive Board 
of UNESCO in May 1996, provide in particular for close co-operation with competent NGOs such as IFLA 
and ICA and stress the need to facilitate access to endangered documentary heritage by the greatest 
number, using state-of-the-art technology. The Committee held two meetings (Pultusk, Poland, September 
1993 and Paris, France, May 1995). It recommended, at its first meeting that the concept of documentary 
heritage be extended to include, besides manuscripts and other rare and valuable documents in libraries and 
archives, documents in any medium: in particular, audio-visual documents, computerized recordings and 
oral traditions, the importance of which varies from region to region. In all these fields there is a need for 
protection, sometimes as a matter of urgency if we are to prevent collective amnesia and set up world 
cultural exchange. 
 
The Programme should make governments aware of the need to protect their documentary heritage, release 
potential for action, support the activities of professional, national, regional and international organizations 
and stimulate initiatives. 
 
At the national level, it is recommended that a committee be appointed, firstly to select projects according 
to the criteria agreed upon and submit them to the International Advisory Committee and, thereafter, to 
follow them up. The committee membership should include experts able to make an active contribution to 
the projects and users' representatives. Persons submitting projects must ensure that the rights of the owners 
of the holdings or collections are protected. In addition, each project will set up its own scientific 
committee of specialists to determine the general thrust of the project and to supervise its organization. 
"Memory of the World" National Committees have been set up in 27 countries (Albania, Austria, Belarus, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Cape Verde, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, Finland, Hungary, Lithuania, Malawi, 
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Mauritania, Mauritius, Nepal, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Sweden, 
Tanzania, Thailand, Venezuela and Zaire) and others are considering the creation of such a Committee. 
Jordan and Syria have indicated that national institutions are already performing the role of National 
Committee. 
 
Lastly, whenever the need arises, a regional committee may select projects of a regional nature, taking local 
characteristics into consideration, with a view to submitting them to the International Committee. 
 
An example of efficient regional follow-up to the establishment of the Programme is the Experts meeting 
held in December 1994, in Kuala Lumpur for the definition of an Asian component of the "Memory of the 
World" Programme. Participants from 20 countries discussed problems facing custodians of national 
documentary heritage materials which are generally endangered because of neglect, adverse physical and 
climatic conditions, political instability... The two meetings agreed to take steps to ensure that Member 
States establish a mechanism at the national and regional levels to identify projects receivable under the 
"Memory of the World" Programme, as well as to establish individual country inventories of documentary 
heritage materials, prepare a programme for preservation and conservation of such materials, and 
promotion and marketing strategies to generate resources to finance the programme. 
 
Two years later, another regional experts meeting for Asia/Pacific was organized jointly by UNESCO and 
the National Archives of Malaysia, in Kuala Lumpur from 12-14 December 1996. The meeting was 
attended by experts from 20 countries in Asia/Pacific. The meeting was briefed on the activities in Europe 
and other parts of the World, undertaken under the guidance of UNESCO/Paris and the International 
Advisory Committee, including on-going pilot projects. The summary country report presentation of the 
participants gave the meeting some insights on the status and conditions of documentary heritage materials 
in different countries in the region. These were then used as a basis for preparing the recommendations and 
follow-up actions required. The recommendations include the setting up of National and Regional 
Committees, where appropriate; formulating resource mobilization strategies to finance the promotional 
and awareness-raising activities; identification of a few pilot projects for the consideration of the 
International Advisory Committee; and the establishment of an Interim Secretariat for the Regional 
"Memory of the World" Programme Co-ordinating Committee, namely the National Archives of Malaysia. 
The preservation of the Tibetan manuscripts and the palm leaf collections in various countries, were given 
priority by the meeting.  
 
Similar conclusions were reached by a Sub-regional meeting on the "Memory of the World", held in 
Budapest from 9 to 10 March 1995. The meeting was attended by participants from Austria, Croatia, the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia. While digitization is a powerful tool to facilitate access 
and thereby help to preserve the originals, participants stressed that it has limits and could not replace 
conventional preservation work. During the meeting, a co-operative sub-regional project was designed. It is 
expected that the project will enable the participating institutions to test digitization techniques and 
equipment and assess the related financial, legal and dissemination aspects. A training session took place in 
this context in the National Library in Prague in November 1996. 
 
The First International Conference on "Memory of the World" was held in Oslo from 3-5 June 1996. Some 
150 delegates from 65 countries participated in the Conference, which highlighted the results achieved by 
the Programme and the need for regional and national plans for preservation and access. The Conference 
adopted a resolution urging all countries to establish "Memory of the World" Committees and to become 
active participants in the Programme. The Proceedings are available from UNESCO and can also be copied 
from its Web Site. 
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"Memory of the World" Register 
 
The participants in the Second Meeting of the International Advisory Committee, held in Paris in May 
1995, agreed that a "Memory of the World" Register be developed. This Register will list all documentary 
heritage which has been identified by the Committee as meeting the selection criteria for world 
significance, similar in some ways to UNESCO's World Heritage List. However, the nomination and 
registration of documents under the "Memory of the World" label will have no legal or financial 
implications. 
 
The "Memory of the World" Register, a compendium of documents, manuscripts, oral traditions, audio-
visual materials, library and archive holdings of universal value, will be a significant document in itself, as 
well as an inspiration to nations and regions to identify, list and preserve their documentary heritage. 
 
Individual countries are encouraged to set up their own documentary heritage registers in parallel to the 
"Memory of the World" Register. National registers identify the documentary inheritance of the nation. The 
national registers will increase awareness of the importance of the national documentary heritage and the 
need for a co-ordinated and integrated policy to ensure that endangered documentary heritage is preserved. 
Groups of nations like the Scandinavian countries or the Baltic States may compile regional registers to list 
documentary heritage which is integral to their collective memory. 
 
A nomination form was sent out on 2 February 1996 to all UNESCO's Member States and international 
professional associations, inviting them to identify documentary heritage nominated for the "Memory of 
the World" Register. 33 countries have proposed the nomination of elements of their documentary heritage 
for the Register. 
 
 
Selection criteria 
 
Each register - World, Regional and National - must be based on clearly-defined criteria for assessing the 
cultural value of documentary heritage. Documentary heritage is of world significance if it has had a major 
influence on the history of the world, transcending the boundaries of a national culture; if it reflects in an 
outstanding way a period of momentous change in world affairs or makes an outstanding contribution to 
our understanding of the world at a particularly important time in its history; if it contains important 
information about a place which made a crucial contribution to major developments in world history or 
culture; if it has a special association with the life or works of a person or people who have made an 
outstanding contribution to world history or culture; if it gives particularly  valuable information on an 
important subject or major theme of world history or culture; if it is an important example of an 
outstanding form or style; if it has outstanding cultural and social or spiritual value which transcends a 
national culture. 
 
In addition to these seven major criteria, two further criteria should be taken into account. These may 
enhance the world significance of documentary heritage, though they are not sufficient in themselves to 
establish its value: the significance of documentary heritage may be enhanced if it has a high degree of 
integrity or completeness or if it is unique or rare. 
 
The criteria will be tested by the International Advisory Committee and weighting factors will be 
developed to reflect the relative importance of the criteria. The criteria for documentary heritage to be 
entered on National or Regional Registers are to be decided by the relevant National or Regional 
Committees. It is recommended, however, that the World Register criteria be used as a model. 
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Proposals for documentary heritage to receive resources through the "Memory of the World" Programme 
may be made by National and Regional Committees, Governments, NGOs, the International Advisory 
Committee or other professional bodies in the country or region. Documentary heritage proposed for 
support will be of World Register status. Support will require the documentary heritage to meet criteria to 
be set by the International Advisory Committee. Restrictions on access to documentary heritage will not 
systematically prevent entry on a Register but may reduce the possibility of receiving support through the 
"Memory of the World" Programme. Furthermore, the Pultusk meeting recommended that some degree of 
priority be given to operations affecting several countries, national projects with a regional or international 
dimension and projects carried out in co-operation or in partnership, while not overlooking minorities and 
their cultures. Particular attention will be paid to reconstructing the memory of peoples in the case of 
collections or holdings that have been displaced or scattered. 
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Pilot projects 
 
1) Prague 
 A digitization programme was launched by the National Library in Prague, in co-operation with a 

private firm, Albertina Ltd. A demonstration CD-ROM was first published in 1993, featuring some 
of the most precious manuscripts and other documents in the historic collections of the National 
Library, with annotations in Czech, English and French. In addition, a CD-ROM series has been 
starting with the release of the first two discs in early May 1995. Digitizing the most beautiful 
manuscripts and old prints of the National Library will facilitate access to these treasures without 
exposing the originals to heavy use, thus contributing to their preservation. In addition, while 
colours and ink react with paper, parchment, silk and other traditional media, digital information 
does not fade with the passing of time and could be easily transferred from CD-ROM to more 
durable media to come in the future. 

 
2) The Radzivill Chronicle 
 Written in old Russian, this monumental work reveals the history of Russia and its neighbours from 

the fifth to the early thirteenth century in pictorial form, representing events described in the 
manuscript with more than six hundred colour illustrations. Known to the scholarly community 
according to its ownership in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the Radzivill, or Kenigsberg 
Chronicle, is the most ancient surviving example of the art of Russian illuminated chronicle. It is a 
fifteenth century copy of a thirteenth century archetype held by the Library of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences in Saint Petersburg (BAN). The Radzivill Chronicle's combination of text 
and illustration places this manuscript in the company of such acknowledged masterpieces as the 
Madrid copy of the Greek Illuminated Chronicle of Ioann Scilipa, the Vatican copy of the 
Bulgarian Translated Chronicle of Konstantin Manassia, the Budapest copy of the Hungarian 
Illuminated Chronicle, and the copies of the Big French Chronicles. Among these, the Radzivill is 
distinguished for the richness and quantity of its illustrations. 

 The increasing fragility of the original manuscript, together with its pre-eminence in the Russian 
literature, has left BAN to share a dilemma faced by libraries around the world charged with the 
care and wise use of cultural treasures. Handling of the Radzivill Chronicle, itself, must me 
restricted to preserve its material well-being. At the same time, the scholarly and scientific 
enterprise to which the Library is dedicated argues for access to this important document for serious 
research. This is why the Library has turned to a digital medium - to display the manuscript in full 
colour while preserving the original. A prototype Photo CD is produced with the support of 
UNESCO and the Library of Congress, as a pilot project and a demonstration of the use of digital 
media in the service of preservation. 

 
3) Saint Sophia 
 Devised by a group of Bulgarian and French writers, the "Saint Sophia" project is an attempt at a 

multimedia edition of Bulgarian manuscripts on an interactive compact disc. The disc evokes the 
symbolic figure of Saint Sophia, patron saint of Sofia, capital city of Bulgaria, in Bulgarian history, 
literature and civilization from the eleventh to the seventeenth centuries. 

 The documents selected include primarily the facsimile reproduction, in the form of digital images, 
of Bulgarian manuscripts, including the oldest one known: the eleventh-century Book of Apostolic 
Epistles of Enina. They are supplemented by reproductions of illuminations, frontispieces and 
decorative motifs, and by photographs of various historic and archaeological sites. There are also 
printed transcriptions in Old Bulgarian of some manuscripts and their translations into modern 
Bulgarian, English where such translations exist, and French. 

 
4) The Sana'a manuscripts 
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 In 1972, after heavy rain, a section of the wall of the Great Mosque of Sana'a collapsed. Work on 
the roof brought to light manuscripts which had been concealed in the ceiling in ancient times. They 
are parchment and paper fragments representing approximately one thousand different volumes, the 
oldest of which date back to the first century of the Hegira. Most are extracts from the Koran and 
are of considerable interest for the linguistic, religious and palaeographic study of the literature of 
the early centuries of the Hegira and of the Arabic language. The fortuitous and extraordinary 
discovery of these documents and their unique character make this find a remarkable event which 
will mobilize efforts and expertise on an international scale. Thanks to the active participation of 
Germany, a plan of work on the fragments was begun, which led to the construction of a House of 
Manuscripts, the restoration of some 12,000 fragments of parchment (out of 15,000), their storage, 
identification and classification and the training of Yemeni restorers and photographers. Research 
work on illuminated fragments and on bindings was carried out with a grant from the Getty 
Institute. This work, together with papers read at congresses and articles in academic journals, 
shows just how remarkable the collection is. The Yemeni authorities concur in the view that the 
collection is the equivalent of a historic building of exceptional heritage quality. A UNESCO 
mission visited Sana'a at their request to consider including a pilot project on the Yemeni 
collections in the "Memory of the World" Programme. 

 A National Committee for the project has been set up to identify the most suitable documents. A 
demonstration disc based on a selection of manuscripts including some of the Koranic fragments 
has been published, in co-operation with the Regional Information Technology and Software 
Engineering Centre (RITSEC), Cairo, Egypt. This CD-ROM offers an introduction to the Arabic 
calligraphy illustrated by Yemenite manuscripts, especially the Koranic fragments. Descriptions 
and comments are provided in Arabic, English and French. 

 
5) Memoria de Iberoamerica 
 The project, submitted to UNESCO by the "Asociación de Bibliotecas Nacionales de Iberoamerica" 

(ABINIA) is concerned, in its first stage, with protecting the nineteenth-century press published in 
Latin America and improving access to it for historians and interested members of the public. 

 ABINIA had previously organized a series of activities on the occasion of the Five Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Encounter between Two Worlds, in response to the desire to encourage 
appreciation of the documentary heritage of the Iberian world. 

 Among these activities was the compilation of a database indexing 90,000 books from the sixteenth 
to the eighteenth centuries, a travelling exhibition and the reissue of the most important historical 
works in the context of the Five Hundredth Anniversary. The national libraries of twelve countries 
(Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Peru, 
Portugal and Venezuela) are taking part in the project on the nineteenth-century press. It has led to 
the drawing up of a computerized inventory of some 6,000 newspaper titles and other press organs. 

 The second phase of the project is to arrange for the conservation of the listed collections and their 
transfer to microfilm and digital form with a view to exchanges between national libraries, the 
organization of exhibitions and special publications.  

 
6) Manuscripts of Kandilli Observatory 
 The aim of this project is the preservation of a collection of about 1300 works on astronomy in 

three languages (Turkish, Persian and Arabic) held in the Library of Kandilli Observatory and 
Earthquake Research Institute at Bogaziçi University in Istanbul. 

 UNESCO's contribution covered the preparation and publication of the catalogue of these 
manuscripts and the production of a CD-ROM consisting of the catalogue and sample pages from 
most of the manuscripts. 

 
7) Memory of Russia 
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 This project deals with preserving and improving access to the collection of XVth and XVIth 
Century Slavic manuscripts held by the Russian State Library in Moscow. It also includes the 
archives of many of the major Russian authors such as Dostoevsky and Pushkin. 

 
8) African Postcards 
 The old postcards chosen for this project constitute a pictorial treasure and are related to the 16 

countries of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). These postcards are 
very rare because they are scattered in many countries, mostly in Europe. Only their presentation on 
a CD-ROM or a Web Site could bring them together, at least partially, under one theme or in an 
historical and geographical framework. The CD-ROM, prepared in collaboration with the 
Association Images et Mémoires and ICG-Mémoire Directe, features 3.000 postcards, which 
represents only a small part of the 50.000 which exist for the same period (1890-1930) and the 
same countries. This first achievement should show the way to even more sophisticated ones. 

 
9) Treasures of Dar Al Kutub 
 This project, reproducing on CD-ROM a selection of precious manuscripts of the National Library 

in Cairo (Dar Al Kutub), offers a guided tour among the splendors of the Arab culture and its 
contribution to the enhancement of knowledge in numerous scientific fields. 

 
10) Manuscripts of Vilnius University  
 This project is in many ways similar to the preceding one. It concerns collections of manuscripts, 

incunabula and old atlases kept at the Vilnius University Library and its aim is to illustrate, through 
a series of CD-ROMs and on Internet, European contributions to scientific advancement between 
the XVth and the XVIIIth century. 

 
11) Photographic collections in Latin America and the Caribbean  
 The huge number of photographic collections scattered around the world led the promoters of this 

project to limit its scope, in a first stage, to Latin America and the Caribbean and to public 
collections of the XIXth century held in national archives and libraries. 

 Through the prints stored in the stocks, often in inadequate preservation conditions, it is the whole 
life of the nations which resurges with its important moments and the portraits of those who have 
influenced the course of history. 

 The coupling of a CD-ROM containing 3.000 to 5.000 prints illustrating the main stages of the 
history of some ten countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and of a presentation on the Web 
of a representative sample of images (video quality) with comments in English, French, Portuguese 
and Spanish, will enhance the value of this fragile heritage, in danger of disappearing. It is hoped 
that this will then help libraries and archives to ensure that preservation of their photographic 
collections is a priority. 

 
All these projects were funded under the UNESCO Regular Programme. A number of other projects 
received funding under the Participation Programme. These include the safeguarding of manuscripts of 
Antonìn Dvoràk and Bedrich Smetana, held by the Museum of Czech Music in Prague; provision of 
equipment in Algeria, Armenia, Cuba and Poland, and of regional training courses in Caracas, at the Centre 
for Preservation of Paper of the National Library of Venezuela and in Prague, at the Digitization Centre of 
the National Library of the Czech Republic; reproduction and repatriation in Antigua of historical records 
held in foreign repositories; publication of "Libro de los Pareceres de la Real Audiencia de Guatemala 
1573-1655"; reproduction of the hand-written card file of the 11th-17th century Russian language to CD-
ROM to promote access to this collection... 
 
Some thirty other projects are under consideration. These include, for example, a project in Albania, the 
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restoration and preservation of 7000 hours of audio materials of Chinese folk music, preservation of Tamil 
palm-leaf manuscripts in India, preservation of Vietnam film heritage, preservation of Lao manuscripts, 
preservation of a Jewish musical collection in Kiev, safeguarding of manuscripts of ancient cities in 
Mauritania... Extrabudgetary funding for some of these projects is being negotiated. This includes 
Norwegian funding for the preservation of, and enhanced access to, the slave trade archives in Africa and 
funding from the European Union for the preservation and promotion of heritage collections in a number of 
Mediterranean countries. The last project will be implemented by the Centre de conservation du livre à 
Arles, France, in close co-operation with UNESCO. 
 
Technical framework 
 
From the examples mentioned above, it emerges clearly that the two basic principles which guide the 
"Memory of the World" Programme are the preservation of documents, holdings and collections and the 
democratization of access to them. The two principles are intrinsically linked, since access is conducive to 
protection and preservation ensures access. 
The essential steps for carrying out any project in the "Memory of the World" programme are: selecting 
and preparing the documents, ensuring that they are placed in a suitable physical environment, 
photographing them where necessary, digitizing them, describing and annotating them, providing the staff 
to perform these tasks with appropriate ad hoc training where necessary, translating bibliographical 
descriptions where necessary, or even the texts themselves, and ensuring that the resultant product is 
distributed as widely as possible. 
 
Provision has been made for the establishment of two sub-committees, the first to make regular 
assessments of the technology that might be used by the Programme and the second to study methods for 
marketing and selling the Programme's products throughout the world. The first Committee held four 
meetings devoted to preservation and digitization of documents. It reviewed recent developments in 
digitization and prepared technical guidelines with a table showing, for each type of carrier (texts and still 
images on the one hand and sound and moving images on the other hand) the recommended digitization 
standards for access. It was suggested that a programme of digitization of documents is the best 
compromise between the conflicting demands for wider access to collections and for greater protection of 
the documents. The Sub-Committee also considered a draft recommendation that digital copies of 
manuscripts and old printed material under "Memory of the World" as well as other types of documents 
(sound recordings, newpapers, etc.) use the Hypertext Markup Language (HTML 2.0) as the basic 
presentation tool in order to provide the widest possible access. 
 
As to the preservation of the originals, a publication will compile annotated lists of the most relevant 
standards. It will cover the following sections: 
- Paper and other traditional materials (such as leather, parchment, palm-leaves...) 
- Photographic materials 
- Mechanical carriers (including phonograph cylinders, microgroove discs...) 
- Magnetic materials (such as magnetic tapes and disks) 
- Optical media (audio Cds, CD-ROMs, video discs, optical tapes, etc.) 
- Electronic publications (off-line and on-line publications) 
- Virtual information (such as E-mail messages and personal computer files) 
 
Each section will discuss the general problem, draw the list of relevant standards, relating them to each 
other and pinpointing gaps, provide implementation guidelines and checklists and discuss Third World 
issues such as climatic and financial conditions, grassroot and traditional preservation techniques and 
minimum standards. 
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Lastly, so that UNESCO can play its role to the full as co-ordinator and catalyst, three inventories in the 
form of regularly updated databases are being created in co-operation with IFLA, ICA and other competent 
professional bodies such as FID, FIAF, FIAT and IASA. 
 
1) Inventory of library collections and archive holdings which have suffered irreparable 

destruction since 1900: This inventory, published as "Lost Memory - Libraries and archives 
destroyed in the twentieth century" (CII-96/WS/1), is an attempt to list major disasters that 
destroyed or caused irreparable damage to libraries and archives during the present century. 
Thousands of libraries and archives have been destroyed or badly damaged in the course of fighting 
during the two world wars, notably in France, Germany, Italy and Poland. War has also been the 
cause of untold destruction to libraries and archives more recently in former Yugoslavia and in 
many other countries. The document, prepared by J. van Albada (ICA) and H. van der Hoeven 
(IFLA) lists lost documentary heritage in more than 100 countries. This inventory is not meant to 
be a sort of funerary monument but is intended to alert public opinion and sensitize the professional 
community and local and national authorities to the disappearance of archival and library treasures 
and to draw attention to the urgent need to safeguard endangered documentary heritage. 

 
2) World list of endangered library collections and archive holdings: To date more than 60 

countries have proposed collections and holdings to be included in the list of endangered 
documentary heritage. The International Association of Sound Archives has conducted a survey 
carried out by George Boston, in the context of this exercise, that shows that the most endangered 
carriers are not necessarily the oldest. In the audio domain, substantial numbers of acetate discs and 
tapes are lost each year. All unique acetate recordings at risk need to be copied swiftly to a new 
format. A database called "Endangered Memory" is being constituted with answers to the 
questionnaire distributed since 1994. This database presently contains 128 answers from 59 
countries. 

 
3) Inventory of ongoing operations to protect documentary heritage: Documentary heritage has 

been lost in the past and will continue to disappear in the future. The aim of "Memory of the 
World" is to ensure that significant material is identified and saved. Today's technology enables us 
to identify the location of important documentary heritage and gain access to it. This inventory, 
prepared under contract with IFLA by Jan Lyall, list major preservation activities currently in 
progress. The information in this document (CII-96/WS/7) was obtained through a questionnaire 
which was widely distributed in English, French, German, Japanese and Spanish, using the IFLA 
Preservation and Conservation (PAC) network. The survey was intended to collect information 
from libraries with collections of national significance in order to identify problems in various parts 
of the world and to obtain a snapshot of current preservation activities. More than 200 responses 
were received and input into the computer. This database, as well as the previous one, running on 
CDS/ISIS, will be updated regularly and the data analysis facilitated by use of IDAMS, a statistical 
package developed by UNESCO and featuring an interface with CDS/ISIS. The two lists will 
constitute the indispensable basis for the Programme along with the "Memory of the World" 
Register. 

 
Furthermore, in recognition of the impact of cinema on the world, it was decided, as part of the centenary 
celebration, to compile and publish, in the context of the "Memory of the World" Programme, a list of 
approximately 15 films each country considers to be representative of its most significant film heritage. 
This list is available at not cost from PGI under the title "National Cinematographic Heritage" (CII-
95/WS/7).  
 
Finally, UNESCO has published recently guidelines on the Programme's technical, legal and financial 
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framework and its working structures. This text is to be available in all UNESCO official languages, free-
of-charge, under the title "Memory of the World - General Guidelines to Safeguard Documentary Heritage 
" (CII-95/WS-11). 
 
 
Legal and financial context 
 
Working in partnership in an international context means that a legal framework is an absolute necessity if 
"Memory of the World" is to be managed in a properly accountable manner. The framework must 
nevertheless remain sufficiently flexible to guarantee the originality of each project and take account of the 
diversity of national legislation. 
 
It is essential that the rights of the owners of the collections and holdings in a project are respected and that 
the relationship between the owners and the technical and commercial partners is clearly defined, 
particularly with regard to the division of rights among the various parties, the allocation of rights of 
ownership to the images produced and the sharing of the profits from the sales of products made from 
images. It also seems clear, however, that excessive protection which might limit access to the documents 
would run counter to one of the Programme's fundamental principles. The International Advisory 
Committee recommended, at its second meeting, that UNESCO pay careful attention to legal questions 
affecting the intellectual heritage in the new context of increasing use of electronic storage media in 
libraries and archives, in particular to provide for freedom of access within the limits set by national and 
international legislation.  
 
INFOethics, an International Congress on Ethical, Legal and Social aspects of Digital Information was held 
from 10 to 12 March 1997, in Monaco. The Congress proposed, in particular, the setting-up of an 
international commission on INFOethics, the launching, under the auspices of UNESCO, of a large-scale 
co-operative effort among all professions concerned with the archiving, preservation and conservation of 
digital information, an initiative that would result in the elaboration of a professional code of conduct; it 
stressed the importance of authors moral rights in the new environment of global flow of digital 
information. UNESCO's objective here is to develop a scale of values in cyberspace, to reinforce the free 
flow of information and to head off any over-reaction that might lead to excessive regulations of the 
communication networks. 
 
Finally, with regard to financial support, an international fund is being set up within UNESCO to finance 
some of the Programme's projects. These will include, as a priority, projects with a regional or international 
dimension. Other projects which meet the agreed criteria could use the "Memory of the World" label 
without necessarily receiving aid from UNESCO or the fund. A UNESCO special account has been opened 
for the "Memory of the World" (Ref. 406 INT 61). 
 
Each "Memory of the World" project will be an entity in itself, especially as far as finance is concerned. 
While profit can never be a prerequisite for carrying out a project, each project must strike a financial 
balance between, on the one hand, the investment needed for digitizing, reproducing, and distributing 
products and for preparing the reproduced collections and holdings for conservation and, on the other, 
initial contributions from local or outside funds and royalties from possible sale of products. This balance 
will not be achieved without the participation of sponsors and technical and financial partners. The search 
for partners is an important, not to say decisive, phase of all "Memory of the World" projects. 
 
The Sub-Committee on Marketing held its first meeting in Oslo, in July 1996. The Group outlined a fund-
raising strategy for the Programme, together with a promotional and marketing plan and a legal framework. 
The meeting agreed that there was a possibility for "Memory of the World" to seek partnership with major 
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companies active in creating and preserving memory and knowledge. It was also stressed that the 
Programme needed to be marketed first for the professions, through their associations and publications. The 
participants also suggested that famous writers and winners of literary prizes should be invited to rally the 
Programme and publicize its aims and achievements. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
As soon as it was launched, the "Memory of the World" Programme began to arouse great interest. 
Requests for assistance, sometimes even appeals for help, regularly reach UNESCO. It is a daunting task 
and only the mobilization of all the parties concerned can translate declarations of intent into a vast world 
workshop to rescue, reproduce and disseminate endangered documentary treasures. 
 
For further information please visit UNESCO's web site: http://www.unesco.org/webworld 
 
 
 
Sources: "Memory of the World" Programme - First Meeting of the International Advisory Committee, Pultusk, Poland, 

12-14 September 1993. Final Report. Paris, UNESCO, 1993 (PGI-93/WS/17) 
 
  "Memory of the World" Programme - Second Meeting of the International Advisory Committee, Paris, France, 3-

5 May 1995. Final Report. Paris, UNESCO, 1995  
  (CII-95/CONF.602/3) 
 
  "Memory of the World" - General Guidelines to Safeguard Documentary Heritage. Paris, UNESCO, 1995 (CII-

95/WS-11) 
 
  "Memory of the World" - Lost Memory - Libraries and Archives destroyed in the Twentieth Century. Paris, 

UNESCO, 1996 (CII-96/WS/1) 
 
  "Memory of the World" - A survey of current library preservation activities  (CII-96/WS-7)  
 
  Proceedings of the First International "Memory of the World" Conference, Oslo, 3-5 June 1996. Edited for 

UNESCO by Stephen Foster. Oslo, 1996 
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ANNEX H  
 

"Memory of the World" Register - Full list of recommendations 
 

1. List of nominations recommended for inclusion in the "Memory of the World" Register  
 
Argentina -  Documents of the Viceroyalty of Rio de Plata (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 
Armenia -  Mashtots Matenadaran Ancient Manuscripts (Mashtots Inst. of Ancient Manuscripts) 
 
Austria -  Vienna Dioscurides (Austrian National Library) 
 Final Document of the Congress of Vienna (Austrian State Archives)  
 
Benin -  Colonial archives (Directorate of National Archives) 
 
China - Traditional Music Sound Archives (Music Research Institute; Chinese Academy of Arts) 
 
Denmark -  Archives of the Danish overseas trading companies (State and University Library) 
 The Linné Collection (Danish National Library of Sciences and Medicine) 
 Manuscripts and correspondence of Hans Christian Andersen (Royal Library) 
 The Søren Kierkegaard Archives (Royal Library) 
 
Egypt -  The Memory of the Suez Canal (Cultural Bureau, Egyptian Embassy, Paris)* 
 
Ethiopia -  Treasures from National Archives & Library Organizations (National Archives & Library) 
 
Finland -  A.E. Nordenskiöld Collection (Helsinki University Library) 
 
India -  The I.A.S. Tamil Medical Manuscript Collection (Institute of Asian Studies) 
 
Mauritius -  Records of the French Occupation of Mauritius (Mauritius Archives)  
 
Mexico -  Collection of Mexican Codices (Biblioteca Nacional de Antropología e Historía) 
 Codices from the Oaxaca Valley (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Codex Techaloyan from Cuajimalpaz (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 
New Zealand -  The Treaty of Waitangy (National Archives)  
 The 1893 Women's Suffrage Petition (National Archives) 
 
Rep. of Korea -  The Hunmin Chongum manuscript (Kansong Art Museum) 
 The Annals of the Choson Dynasty (Chongjoksan Sagobon) 
 
Russian Fed. - Archangel Gospel of 1092 (Russian State Library) 
 Khitrovo Gospel (Russian State Library) 
 Slavonic publications in the Cyrillic script of the 15th (Russian State Library) 
 Newspaper collections (Russian State Library) 
 Maps of the Russian empire and its parts of the 18th century (Russian State Library) 
 Russian posters of the 2nd half of 19th and 20th centuries (Russian State Library) 
 
Senegal -  Fonds of the "Afrique occidentale française, AOF" (Direction des Archives du Sénégal) 
 
Slovakia -  lluminated Codices from the Library of the Bratislava Chapter House (National Archives)*  
 Basagic Collection of Islamic Manuscripts (The University Library, Bratislava) 
 
South Africa -  The Bleek collection (University of Cape Town / South African Library)  
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Tanzania -  German Records of the National Archives (Tanzania National Archives)  
 
Trinidad & Tobago The Derek Walcott Collection (The University of the West Indies Main Library)  
 
Uzbekistan -  Holy Koran Mushaf of Othman (The Muslim Board of Uzbekistan) * 
 The Collection of the Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies (Academy of Sciences) 
 
Venezuela -  Escritos del liberator (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Collection of Latin-american photographs of the 19th Century (Biblioteca Nacional) 
 
 
* subject to clarification  of some minor points 
 
 
2. List of nominations referred to the Bureau for further investigation 
 
Belarus Rare collections of the National Library of Belarus 
 
Belgium The Archives of Emile Vandervelde (Institut Emile Vandervelde) 
 Centre of communist archives (CArCoB, DACOB) 
 
Bulgaria Unique Manuscripts of the Balkans (Saints Cyril and Methodius" National Library  
 
China Archives of the Autonomous Region of Tibet (Tibetan Autonomous Regional Archives) 
 
Denmark The Classen Collection of Natural History Plate Works  (N.L. of Sciences & Medicine) 
 The Dalby Book } 
 The Inca Chronicle } 
 The Angers fragment } (The Royal Library, Copenhagen) 
 Maps of the Polar Region } 
 
Nigeria Black Heritage?  
 Kanta of Kebbi (National Film Archives) 
 
Pakistan Quaid-I-Azam Papers 
 Archives of the Freedom Movement (National Archives) 
 
Trinidad & Tobago Eric Williams Memorial Collection (The University of the West Indies Main Library) 
 
 
3. List of nominations recommended to be entered on National Registers 
 
Andorra Paréages (National Archives)  
 
Denmark The Collection of Great Danish Scientists  (National Library of Science & Medicine) 
 The Anker Kirkeby Collection } 
 The Ruben Collection  } (State and University Library, Arhus) 
 Historical Sound Equipment } 
 
Italy Illuminated manuscripts of the Confraternity of Santa Marta (State Archives, Naples) 
 
Mexico Document series "Historia" (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Collection of Casasola photographs (Institut national d'anthropologie & d'histoire, INAH) 
 Document series "Arts and Literature" (Archivo General de la Nación) 
 Fray Bartolomé de la Casas : Brevisima relación de la destrucción de las Indias y tratados 
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doctrinales (Universidad Iberoamericana) 
 
Poland Gentry Democracy: Legal Documents, 16-17 centuries (Central Arch. of Historical Records) 
 
Spain Marco Vitrubio Polion : De architectura (Ministerio de Educación y Cultura) 
 Lucius Marineus : Carmina et epistolae (Ministerio de Educación y Cultura) 
 Rodrigo Jimenez de Rada : Opera historica  (Ministerio de Educación y Cultura) 
 
Switzerland Records of the Federal Council, the State Council and the National Council (Federal Arch.) 
 
Venezuela Expresiones musicales (Fundación de Etnomusicología y Folklore - FUNDEF) 
 Francisco de Miranda (Academia Nacional de la Historía) 
 
Yugoslavia Historical Archives of Kotor (State Archives of Montenegro) 
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ANNEX I 
 
 

  
 MEMORY OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME  

   
  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION FORM 
 

This application will only be relevant for documentary heritage which is either on the Memory of the World 
Register or for documentary heritage which, in the opinion of the International Advisory Committee, deserves 
further consideration but is lacking a management plan. In the latter case, the application would be for funds to 
develop a management plan, and will address the issues outlined in Annex 2. 
 
 

 

 IDENTIFICATION   
 
1. Title of Project including name of documentary heritage 
 
 
2. Brief statement about the significance of documentary heritage 

Box reserved for MoW 
Secretariat 

 Country :  
Date :  
Code :  

3. Present physical state of the documentary heritage 
 
 
4. Extent to which it is endangered 
 
 
Access 
 
 Levels of access, including any restrictions  
 
 Copyright status of documentary heritage  
 
 Bibliographic control, including an indication of availability in a number of different languages 
 
6. Executive head of Project : 
 
 Person responsible for preparing work plan, organizing work teams, conducting technical studies, etc.  
 
  Name: 
  Institution: 
 Address: 
  Telephone: Telefax: E-mail: 
 
7. Other countries associated in Project: 
 
 List here names of countries participating in project. Use Annex 1 form to provide addresses of organizations 

and officials responsible for project in each country listed. 
 
8. Duration of project execution:    Months 
        
 Project starting date:    Month/Year 
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9. Funding sources: 
 
 National or Regional contributions: A= US$  (See Table of National or 

Regional contributions to project) 
  
 Funds requested from MoW 
 (not exceeding 50% of total  
 cost of Project) 

 
B= 

 
US$ (See Table of Contributions 
requested from MoW) 

  
 Other funds requested or obtained 

 
C= 

 
 

 
US$  (See Table of Contributions 
requested or obtained from other 
sources) 

  
 Total cost of Project 

 
A+B+C= 

 
US$ 

  
  

  
 
 

  
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND EXPECTED RESULTS 

  

 
 Project Description  
 
Please provide a concise description of the project, specifying its main features, its beneficiaries, the activities, products 
or services to be generated and the way they will be used, the broad lines of its technical design, operational phases and 
any other pertinent facts, including :  
. Preservation actions required, including materials, methods and standards to be followed 
. Qualifications of personnel and training requirements  
. Partners 
. Extent of co-operation among participating countries  
. Proposed contractual arrangements 
 
If necessary, a more detailed description may be annexed to this form. 
 
 Expected results 
 
As far as possible, quantify the expected results of the project. Provide data concerning its beneficiaries such as 
estimated number of users, trainees, participants etc. and projected growth over the first few years. Describe the products 
and services to be generated by the project (publications, digitized documents, CD-ROMs, development of Web sites, 
training kits, advice, assistance, etc.), specify in particular : 
. Marketing strategy 
. Products and their ownership 
. Long term management of products 
. Distribution of products and allocation of revenues 
 
 
 PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

HUMAN RESOURCES AND EQUIPMENT 
  

 
3. Human resources requested from MoW 
Indicate if international experts are needed. When appropriate, please list types of expertise needed by the project 
and, whenever possible, provide exact figures for the number of persons (both available and requested) and the 
number of worker/months required. Only short term expertise could be requested from MoW. 
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 Equipment requested 
Please list any equipment and supplies needed for preservation and conservation on the one hand, and computer 
equipment, including scanners, software packages, etc. needed to enhance access. Provide pro-forma invoices 
whenever possible. 
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 WORKPLAN   
 
 
Describe the various phases of the work, stating for each phase the commencement date, duration, methods to be 
used and intervals at which results are to be evaluated. 
 
Indicate how the overall evaluation of results is to be made when all phases of the project have been completed. 
 
 
  NATIONAL OR REGIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS   
 
 

 TOTAL (US$) NATIONAL 
(US$) 

REGIONAL (US$)

BREAKDOWN OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
RECEIVED 
BREAKDOWN OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
REQUESTED 
 
  TOTAL A= 

 
 
  CONTRIBUTIONS REQUESTED FROM THE MEMORY OF 

THE WORLD PROGRAMME 
  

 
 

BREAKDOWN OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS REQUESTED 

TOTAL 
(US$) 

REMARKS 

 
 EQUIPMENT 
 Preservation and conservation 

  

  Hardware  
  Software  
  Other  
  TOTAL  
 
2. HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

  International expertise 
 (Consultants) 

 

  TOTAL  
 
3. TRAINING 
 Costs of participation in further 
training (Seminars, courses, 
workshops) 

 

  TOTAL  
 
4. OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 (Please state nature)  
  TOTAL  
   
  TOTAL        B = 
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 CONTRIBUTIONS REQUESTED OR OBTAINED FROM  

OTHER RESOURCES 
  

 
 
 

 
BREAKDOWN OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

REQUESTED 

 
TOTAL 
(US$) 

 
REMARKS 

 
1. EQUIPMENT 

  

  Preservation and conservation 
  Hardware 

  

  Software   
     
   
  TOTAL 

  

 
2. HUMAN RESOURCES 

  

  International expertise   
  (Consultants)   
   
  TOTAL 

  

 
3. TRAINING 

  

Costs of participation in further training 
(Seminars, courses, workshops) 

  

   
  TOTAL 

  

 
4. OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

  

 (Please state the nature)   
     
   
  TOTAL C= 

  

 
 
A consideration of these factors will determine the feasibility of the project and form the basis of the decision made by the 
International Advisory Committee. 
 
Similar consideration will have to be given to applications for a Memory of the World label to a proposed project where no 
funding is being requested from the Programme. 
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  ANNEX 1   
 
Other countries participating in the project 
 
 Give  names and addresses of persons and organizations responsible for the project in each of the countries listed 

on page 1 of the project description form. 
 
 
1. Country: 
 
 
2. Executive head of Project : 
 
Name: 
Name of the Institution:  
Address:  
Telephone: Telex: Telefax: E-mail: 
 
 
 
 

 ANNEX 2 - Indicative List of Factors to be Included in Management Plan 
 

  

 
 
Ideally the management plan for documentary heritage, listed or to be listed on the Memory of the World 
Register, will be one component of a total preservation management plan for the whole library, archive or other 
collecting organization in which the document , collection or holding resides. There may be circumstances where 
a management plan is developed for specific documentary heritage before a total preservation management plan 
is created. 
 
The plan must demonstrate an understanding of the significance of the documentary heritage and the 
development of appropriate strategies to preserve and provide access to it. 
 
The following is an indicative list of factors to be included in a management plan. The information provided in 
various parts of the General Guidelines to Safeguard Documentary Heritage will assist in developing a plan. 
Where appropriate, references to the relevant sections in the Guidelines are given below in parentheses. 
 
 Statement of the significance of the documentary heritage. (Chapter 4, Section 4) 
 •. Access policy and procedures.(Chapter 7, Section 8) and (Chapter 8, Section 1) 
 •. Details of preservation budget. 
 •. Preservation procedures and policies to control the physical environment — i.e. air quality, temperature, 

humidity, light levels, shelving, storage, security, building maintenance, handling by staff and users and 
display techniques. These procedures and policies should take into account the significance, physical 
state and required use of the documentary heritage.(Chapter 7, Section 2) 

 •. Preservation treatments employed including details about access to professional conservation expertise 
and facilities.(Chapter 7, Sections 3, 4 and 5) 

 •. A disaster prevention and recovery plan. 
 •. Number of preservation staff, their qualifications and opportunities for their continued training. 
 •. Description of how the preservation activities are incorporated into general management activities. 
 


